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Minutes of Meeting of Longford County Council

held in the Sports Hall, Leisure Centre, Albert Reynolds Peace Park, Longford on

Wednesday, 20th May 2020 at 3.00 p.m.
____________________________________________________________________

PRESIDING:


Councillor Gerard Farrell, Leas-Cathaoirleach.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors – Paraic Brady, John Browne, Seamus Butler, 




Mick Cahill, Mark Casey, Colin Dalton, Gerard Hagan, 
Martin Monaghan, Colm Murray, Garry Murtagh, 
Turlough McGovern, Peggy Nolan, Pat O’Toole, P.J. Reilly, Paul Ross and Gerry Warnock. 
IN ATTENDANCE:             
Mr. Paddy Mahon, Chief Executive. 

Mr. John McKeon, Head of Finance/Director of Services.





Mr. John Brannigan,  Director of Services.





Ms. Barbara Heslin, Director of Services.




Ms. Maeve Killian, Financial Management Accountant.





Mr. Michael Hand, Administrative Officer.
MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Anne Lee.
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS 

Standing Order No  2              -    Place of Meeting.

The Cathaoirleach referred to the following Section of the Longford County Council Standing Orders  - 

Standing Order No. 2

Place of Meeting.

Unless the Council otherwise decides by resolution, meetings of the Council will be held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford, 

On the proposal of Councillor Farrell seconded by Councillor C. Murray, it was agreed that  due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, today’s meeting be held here in the Sports Hall, Leisure Centre, Albert Reynolds Peace Park, Longford.  
It was noted that it is strongly recommended by the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government that formal decisions, which are required under statute to be made by a Council at a meeting properly constituted under the Local Government Act 2001, be taken at meetings held in a physical place.  

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS.

Councillor P. Nolan proposed and Councillor C. Murray seconded that Standing Orders be suspended to allow for discussion on the COVID-19 Community Response Forum.
Councillor Nolan referred to the COVID-19 Longford Community Response Forum and praised the Council for the setting up of the Forum and the coordination of agencies in the support of those cocooning.  She also praised the Council on the introduction and operation of the Community Call initiative. She acknowledged that Councillor Gerard Farrell as Cathaoirleach of the County Council is a member of the Forum in Longford.  She feels that, nationally, the Councillors have been omitted from the Forums and that the Councillors should have more of a role on the Forums.  Councillor Nolan queried the role of the “Community Champion” and the appointment of the “Community Champion” to the Community Response Forum. 

Councillor Nolan proposed that the Cathaoirligh of Longford, Granard and Ballymahon Municipal Districts be included as members of the COVID-19 Longford Community Response Forum and that Forum meetings be held every two weeks to ensure adequate participation by the Cathaoirligh.
Councillor M. Cahill, in his role as President of the AILG, also agreed with Councillor Nolan and expressed concern regarding the diminution of the powers of local Councillors.  He explained that the AILG have raised the issue at a national level with the Department. 
The Chief Executive provided background information in relation to the setting up of the COVID-19 Longford Community Response Forum.  On Friday 27th March, at the instigation of Minister Murphy, Fora were set up to put appropriate arrangements in place across the country to ensure that the necessary supports were available to those impacted by the cocooning requirements announced by An Taoiseach that evening.

A High-Level Framework for Local Authority Community Support was circulated to all Local Authorities on Saturday 28th March for immediate implementation.  This framework outlined, among other things, that the Forum be chaired and coordinated by the Chief Executive in each local authority, the membership of the Forum, including the Community Champion, its purpose and the national governance structure.  In reviewing the membership, Longford County Council decided that it was very important that the Cathaoirleach be a member of the Forum.  

The Council was required to arrange a meeting of the Forum and to consider the immediate next steps required to ensure that a helpline and dedicated email address was in place by Monday 30th March, at the latest.  Over the weekend the Council established a dedicated community support helpline to assist at risk members of the public in accessing non-emergency and non-medical supports and advice during the current public health emergency.  The first meeting of the Forum was scheduled for Monday 30th March by teleconference.

Paddy complimented all who were involved over that weekend in ensuring the structures, resources and IT solutions were in place for the helpline to go live by the required deadline.

Paddy stated that as the demand for services being received through the “Community Call” helpline has diminished, the Forum does not meet as frequently as at the beginning of the Pandemic. 
Paddy acknowledged and thanked the Cathaoirleach and members for their ongoing support during this difficult time. 
ADOPTION OF MINUTES.

On the proposal of Councillor C. Murray seconded by Councillor P. Brady, the Minutes of Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 11th March 2020, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.
Countywide Communication Service – Notice of Motion submitted by 

Councillor Garry Murtagh at March LCC Meeting. 

B. Heslin confirmed that an update will be provided at the next Joint Policing Committee Meeting on the 6th July 2020.
Overnight Facilities for RUVs and Camper Vans – Notice of Motion submitted by 

Councillor Seamus Butler at March LCC Meeting.

B. Heslin confirmed that Councillor Butler’s Notice of Motion has been referred to each Municipal District for consideration. 
DECLARATION OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS.

Noted. 
VACANCY IN THE POSITION OF CATHAOIRLEACH  -  following the election of Micheál Carrigy to Seanad Éireann on the 3rd April 2020.

It was proposed by Councillor C. Murray and seconded by Councillor G. Farrell that Councillor Gerard Farrell be appointed Cathaoirleach until the 2020 Annual Meeting on the 

26th June 2020.





As there was no other nomination, Councillor Gerard Farrell was, thereby, elected Cathaoirleach of Longford County Council until the Annual Meeting on the 
26th June 2020.
VACANCY IN THE POSITION OF LEAS CATHAOIRLEACH – following the appointment of Councillor Gerard Farrell, Leas Cathaoirleach, to the position of Cathaoirleach. 
It was proposed by Councillor G. Murtagh and seconded by Councillor P. Ross that Councillor Gerard Hagan be elected Leas Cathaoirleach until the 2020 Annual Meeting on the 26th June 2020
As there was no other nomination, Councillor Gerard Hagan was, thereby, elected Leas Cathaoirleach of Longford County Council until the Annual Meeting on the 

26th June 2020.

Councillor Farrell thanked his proposer and seconder and the Members for electing him as Cathaoirleach of the Council until the date of the 2020 Annual Meeting and congratulated Councillor Hagan on being elected Leas Cathaoirleach.  

He said that it is the greatest honour that can be bestowed on a Councillor to act as Cathaoireleach and it is also a great honour for his family as he is the third generation to be elected to the Chair of Longford County Council.   Councillor Farrell said that he will do everything in his power to promote the county in every way possible.

All the Members joined in wishing Councillor Farrell every success during his time in the  office as Cathaoirleach and also congratulated Councillor Hagan.
Councillor Hagan thanked his proposer and seconder and congratulated Councillor Farrell on being elected Cathaoirleach.

The Chief Executive on his own behalf and on behalf of the employees of the Council joined with the elected Members in congratulating Councillors Farrell and Hagan.  

He wished Councillor Farrell well during his time as Cathaoirleach and offered him the full support and that of all the staff during his term of office.
The Cathaoirleach and members congratulated Micheal Carrigy on his election to Seanad Eireann on the 3rd April. 
FILLING OF VACANCY OCCASIONED BY THE ELECTION OF 

MICHEAL CARRIGY TO DÁIL EIREANN.
A. Lee, Meetings Administrator, read the following correspondence to the meeting:-

Letter dated 19th May 2020 received from Mr. Colin Dalton stating that in accordance with

the provisions of Section 19(5) of the Local Government Act 2001, he has given consent to his nomination by the Fine Gael party as co-optee to Longford County Council to fill the casual vacancy created by the election of Micheál Carrigy to Seanad Éireann. Certificate of Party Affiliation was submitted.

Letter dated 19th May 2020 received from Ms. Laura Comiskey, Regional Organiser, Fine Gael, notifying Longford County Council that in order to comply with S.19(3) of the Local Government Act 2001, the Fine Gael Party have selected Mr. Colin Dalton to fill the casual vacancy on Longford County Council created by the election of Micheál Carrigy to Seanad Éireann.

Councillor C. Murray proposed and Councillor P. Brady seconded that 
Mr. Colin Dalton be elected to the vacancy for the Granard Electoral Area, occasioned by the election of Micheál Carrigy to Seanad Éireann
The Cathaoirleach and Members welcomed Councillor Dalton to Longford County Council and wished him every success.

Councillor Dalton thanked his proposer and seconder and the Fine Gael party for his               
nomination to replace Michael Carrigy.   Councillor Dalton  praised Micheál for            

his work while a member of Longford County Council and stated it is a great honour for                  him and his family to be co-opted to the Council to replace Micheál.  Councillor Dalton stated that he will endeavour to give his best to the Council.

The Chief Executive, on his own behalf and on behalf of the employees of the Council, welcomed Councillor Dalton to the Council and assured him of the assistance and support of the staff.

MONTHLY MANAGEMENT REPORT.

The Monthly Management Report, as circulated, was noted.
MINUTES OF CORPORATE POLICY GROUP MEETINGS HELD ON THE 
12th February and 11th March 2020  - circulated

The adopted Minutes of Corporate Policy Group Meetings held on the 12th February and 

11th March 2020, as circulated, were noted.

FINANCE & REGENERATION.
2018 Report of the Local Government Audit Services – circulated.

The 2018 Report of the Local Government Audit Services, as circulated, was noted. 
2019 Audit Committee Annual Report.

The 2019 Audit Committee Annual Report, as circulated, was noted.
Annual Financial Statement for Year ended 31st December 2019 – circulated.
J.  McKeon, gave a comprehensive presentation on the Draft Annual Financial Statement 2019, and replied to queries raised by the members.  

The Annual Financial Statement 2019 as circulated, was adopted by the members, subject to audit by the Local Government Auditor.

Additional Expenditure under S104(7) of the Local Government Act 2001.  

On the proposal of Councillor Colm Murray seconded by Councillor Peggy Nolan,

it was unanimously agreed to approve of additional expenditure under S104(7) of the

Local Government Act 2001, as circulated to the members.

Transfers from Reserves.

On the proposal of Councillor Colm Murray seconded by Councillor Peggy Nolan, it was unanimously agreed to the transfer from Reserves under S104(7) of the Local Government Act 2001, as outlined by the Head of Finance.
Report on Continuing Financial Impact of Covid-19 Pandemic.
John McKeon gave an in-depth presentation to the members regarding the potential financial implications of the COVID-19 Pandemic for Longford County Council.
John stated that the loss of Commercial Rates to the Council at present is worth an estimated €459k per month.

He stated that based on estimates and a dramatic drop in income from Rates as well as a loss of income from parking and planning applications, the Council is predicting a budget deficit of just over €9m this year. Rates are set to be down €5.5m, with the absence of income from goods and services also accounting for a loss of €2.9m.

John stated that without a strong and clear remedy and funding mechanism from national funding sources, to assist Local Authorities and Ratepayers, the longer-term impact for local economic recovery and Local Government Services, once the country starts to emerge from the current crisis, could be devastating for the country as a whole.
John replied to queries raised by the members and he emphasised that Local Authorities are best placed to strategically influence how local economies recover.  He stated that if Local Authorities are not supported this could lead to severe measures to address the situation.
Overdraft Accommodation  of €20m For Year Ending 31st December 2020.
On the proposal of Councillor Seamus Butler seconded by Councillor Colm Murray                 it was unanimously agreed to approve of overdraft accommodation of €20m for year ending 31st December 2020.
Notices of Motion.
Write off of Rates.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed and seconded jointly by

Councillors Gerard Farrell, Colm Murray, Paul Ross, Paraic Brady, Garry Murtagh, 
John Browne, Gerry Hagan and Peggy Nolan.

“That Longford County Council apply a write off of rates for all businesses who have been forced to close due to COVID 19 guidelines for the duration of the closure and that a proportional write off be applied following analysis for businesses when they reopen if they are adversely affected by social distancing guidelines.”  

J. McKeon stated that the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government Circular Fin 06/2020 – circulated - issued on 2nd May 2020, provides for a 3-month waiver of rates for all businesses that have been forced to close due to public health requirements, for a period beginning on 27th March 2020. 
The Exchequer is to provide €260m nationally to fund the cost of this initiative.
The position, post 27th June 2020, will be considered as part of a wider review of options to support enterprises and employment, and associated local authority funding implications, once the unwinding of public health restrictions has advanced.

Government has also decided to provide €250m for the establishment of a Restart Fund targeting micro and small businesses that have suffered a dramatic loss of turnover due to the COVID-19 restrictions, this measure will be implemented via a system of Commercial Rates rebates/waivers.   Businesses will receive no more than the equivalent of their 2019 Rates bill, capped at €10,000 per business.  The technical details of the Scheme, and how the fund will be administered, will be developed in the coming weeks by DHPLG, DBEI and DPER in consultation with the CCMA.
STRATEGIC INFRASTRUCTURE AND CLIMATE CHANGE.
Planning Applications.

The lists of Planning Applications received since the last meeting of the Council were noted.
Disposal of Freehold Interest of 52 Teffia Park, Longford Town.

On the proposal of Councillor Seamus Butler seconded by Councillor Colm Murray, it was unanimously agreed to dispose of Freehold Interest of 52 Teffia Park, Longford Town in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 23rd March 2020.

Disposal of Plot of Ground being part of the Townland of Gorteenclareen and 
Barony of Rathcline.

On the proposal of Councillor Colm Murray seconded by Councillor Gerard Farrell, it was unanimously agreed to the disposal of plot of ground being part of the townland of Gorteenclareen and Barony of Rathcline containing 57.3 [image: image3.png]


  to in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 27th April 2020 
CORPORATE, COMMUNITY AND ENTERPRISE.
Draft Annual Report 2019 - circulated

On the proposal of Councillor Colm Murray seconded by Councillor Seamus Butler, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the Draft Annual Report 2019 prepared in accordance with Section 221 of the Local Government Act 2001 as amended. 
Dates for 2020 Annual Meetings.
· Longford County Council Annual Meeting
 – 
26th June. 
· Ballymahon MD




-
18th June
· Granard MD




-     
23rd June.

· Longford MD  




-
24th June.

Notices of Motion.

Councillor Gerry Warnock withdrew the following Notice of Motion following feedback received from older persons regarding use of the facilities in the Albert Reynolds Peace Park. 
“I am calling on Longford County Council to adopt a similar measure as the Dublin Local Authorities allowing Green spaces in the county to be reserved for those aged 70 and over, as well as medically vulnerable people for a daily two hour window (times to be agreed by the Members) for the duration of the Covid-19 restrictions.”

GENERAL
Correspondence – circulated.
Letter dated  27th March 2020 received from the Office of Public Works regarding  Drainage Works on the River Camlin was noted.

Correspondence dated 13th May 2020 received from Mr. Richard Bruton, T. D., Minister for Communications, Climate Action and Environment, regarding Lanesboro Power Station and 
Just Transition funding was noted.
Notices of Motions.
VAT Rate for the Hospitality Sector.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Ross and seconded by Councillor G. Farrell  -
 “That Longford County Council calls on the Minister for Finance to introduce a 0% Vat rate for the hospitality sector (cafes, bars, restaurants and hotels) for the next two years in order to re-stimulate this sector following the ongoing effects of COVID-19.”
It was agreed that a letter be forwarded to the Minister for Finance.
Letter of Thanks and Gratitude – Frontline Staff.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. O’Toole and seconded by Councillor  M. Cahill -
 “That Longford County Council sends a letter of thanks and gratitude on behalf of the people of the County to the Nursing, Medical and support frontline staff who are dealing with the Covid-19 Pandemic on a daily basis in the Midland Regional Hospital Mullingar, St.Joseph’s Care Centre Longford, Laurel and Thomond Lodge Nursing Homes in Longford and Ballymahon, Our Lady’s Manor Edgeworthstown, Innis Ree Lodge and Costello’s Nursing Homes in Lanesborough/Ballyleague,  St.Christopher’s Residential Services throughout the County and the HSE Mental Health Services in Longford Town.”
Councillor O’Toole requested that the letter of thanks be signed by the Cathaoirleach and Chief Executive.

Public Order in Longford Town.
Councillor P. Brady raised the issue of public order offences in Longford Town recently.

Councillor Seamus Butler, as Chair of the Joint Policing Committee, stated that he will raise the concerns of Councillor Brady and the Council members with the Garda Superintendent.
This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: _______________

              Anne Lee,
             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Meeting of Longford County Council held on the

8th July 2020.
Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach.
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